[Ventricular late potentials in patients with cardiomyopathies in relation to electrophysiologic and myocardial biopsy findings].
With the noninvasive registration of late ventricular potentials there is the possibility to obtain statements about a regionally delayed excitation of ventricular parts which may refer to an increased inclination to ventricular tachyarrhythmias. Late ventricular potentials in patients with suspicion of primary diseases of the myocardium more frequently appeared both in the case of inducible non-sustained or sustained ventricular tachycardias and in the presence of simultaneous fibrous hypertrophy of the myocardium and interstitial fibrosis in the bioptate of the myocardium than in noninducibility of ventricular tachycardias and in the absence of histological changes of the myocardium. Thus in patients with cardiomyopathies a certain predicting significance seems to be ascribed to the evidence of late potentials in the highly increased signal-averaged ECG both for the ability to evoke ventricular tachycardias by programmed ventricular stimulation and for the presence of more distinct histological changes of the myocardium.